
 

 
 

 

 

15th April 2009 

 
CANNING TOWN GETS SEAL OF APPROVAL FOR 

LARGE SCALE MARKET REDEVELOPMENT  
 

London Borough of Newham and English Cities Fund’s plans for the 
redevelopment of the Rathbone Market site in the heart of Canning Town has been 

approved by the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation (LTDGC) 

Planning Committee and the Greater London Authority (GLA).The approval paves 

the way for long-awaited revitalisation of the historic Rathbone Market. 
 

Rathbone Market is a key part of plans for the Canning Town and Custom House area, 

which is identified as a strategic priority for the London Borough of Newham, LTGDC, 
Mayor of London and the London Development Agency. The 680,000 sq ft scheme will 

be one of the first sites to be developed within a wider masterplan framework that sets 

out a visionary, deliverable long-term strategy for the regeneration of the area. Located 
close to a major transport interchange with the DLR and Jubilee Line services to 

Stratford and site of the new Olympic Village, Canary Wharf, the City and the West End 

the comprehensive redevelopment of the Rathbone Market site is key to providing a 

sustainable commercial future for the local area. 
 

The plans will see Rathbone Market provide new residential and retail space with state 

of the art community facilities for the area along with a rejuvenated market bringing 
vibrancy, colour and life into the heart of the development. Leading the design process is 

world-renowned and award winning architects CZWG. The design includes plans for a 

21-storey building signalling the regeneration of the market site and the wider area to 
establish a vibrant new identity for the regeneration of Canning Town and an iconic 

addition to East London’s skyline. 

 

Mayor of Newham, Sir Robin Wales said: “This is a major step forward in the 
regeneration of Canning Town. It’s a positive move towards shaping the local vision for 

the area. One of the council’s priorities in supporting regeneration is to improve facilities 

for existing businesses and to create thriving town centres. This is an exciting and 
ambitious project giving the local community the full range of facilities right on their 

doorstep. 

  

"Redevelopment of the Rathbone site will reinforce the existing market space. The 
scheme will offer high quality open spaces for the public, provide greater residential and 

commercial space and improve access to the A13 and other transport links. The plans 

will radically transform the area into a thriving place of choice for existing and new 
residents and businesses.  

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

"The ongoing success of the Good Friday market is a great example of how a 

community benefits from a flourishing market area with all the energy of local business 

has to offer. We look forward to seeing the Canning Town and Custom House area 
continuing to benefit from these projects.”  

 

ECf’s Projects Director, Howard Morris, welcomed the final approval: 

 
“Canning Town has incredible potential as a thriving, vibrant centre in London. The 

transport links are unrivalled and the area will soon have the homes, the shops and the 

facilities to match. 
 

“Now, with the full backing of the GLA, the LTDGC, Newham Council and the local 

community, we can be ready to drive this hugely important project forward.  
 

“Our plans will help revitalise the centre of Canning Town and give Rathbone Market the 

chance to grow and compete as a successful market attraction in London all year 

round.” 
 

 

Note to Editors 
 

1. Rathbone Market, Canning Town is one of six schemes nationwide in the UK 

being delivered by English Cities Fund (ECf), a public-private regeneration 

partnership involving the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), Muse 
Developments and Legal and General. 

 

2. Muse Developments is part of top UK construction and regeneration group 
Morgan Sindall plc which operates through five specialist divisions of fit out, 

construction, infrastructure services, affordable housing and urban regeneration. 

 
3. The HCA is the single, national housing and regeneration agency for England.  

They bring together the development and regeneration expertise of English 

Partnerships, investment functions of the Housing Corporation, and the Academy 

for Sustainable Communities, with major delivery programmes of Communities 
and Local Government. Our role is to create opportunity for people to live in high 

quality, sustainable places. We provide funding for affordable housing, bring land 

back into productive use and improve quality of life by raising standards for the 
physical and social environment.  

 

4. The Rathbone Market development is a joint venture between landowners, 
London Borough of Newham and Ecf. 

 

5. CZWG Architects LLP is a London-based practice with an international reputation 

for bold and imaginative architecture. Projects range from urban regeneration 
and the masterplanning of whole areas of cities, to one-off houses and public 

buildings and spaces, many of which have gained awards.  

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

6. The application has been reported to and supported by LB Newham’s 

Development Control Committee and LTGDC’s Planning Committee. The  

application has been now been signed off by the Mayor of London and the 
Greater London Assembly. 

 

For further information on ECF’s plans for Rathbone Market, please contact: 
 

Howard Morris 

English Cities Fund 
Howard.Morris@musedevelopments.com 

Tel: 020 8390 8300 

 

Karen Barke 
London Borough of Newham 

Karen.barke@newham.gov.uk 

 
Max Camplin 

Local Dialogue 

max.camplin@localdialogue.com 
Tel:  020 7357 6606 

 

For Further information on CZWG, please contact: 

 
Valerie Kuster, Marketing Manager at CZWG Architects LLP 

v.kuster@czwgarchitects.co.uk 

Tel: 020 7253 2523 

 

Visit www.rathbonemarket.com 

 

 

 


