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‘We’ve got the power to take on yobs’
Council enforcement officers will help to take the strain from police
by Colin Grainger and  
Melissa York
colin.grainger@newhamrecorder.co.uk

 Mr Letchford and Cllr Desai with the enforcement officers

Huge haul of 
illegal goods 
at market
A crackdown on crime at 
Queens Market, Upton Park, 
resulted in a massive haul of 
illegal goods, including alco-
hol and tobacco.

The multi-agency swoop 
last month also saw 500 
dodgy cosmetic items, illegal 
chewing tobacco and unli-
censed soaps, toothpaste and 
Henna items seized.

About 200 cans and 550 bot-
tles of booze were seized from 
traders suspected of selling 
alcohol without a licence and 
to under-age drinkers while 
unattended chemicals and 
machinery were also taken 
away.

Six people were nabbed for 
suspected immigration of-
fences.

The co-ordinated raids 
launched by Newham Coun-
cil’s enforcement officers, 
Met Police and the United 
Kingdom Border Agency 
even saw a noise abatement 
notice served on a trader for 
blaring music.

Cllr Unmesh Desai, execu-
tive member for crime and 
anti-social behaviour, de-
scribed the culprits as “a few 
rotten apples” but said the 
raids should act as “a big 
wake-up call” for traders.

He said: “This hugely suc-
cessful raid sends a clear sig-
nal that Newham means 
business when it comes to 
tackling crime and anti-so-
cial behaviour.”

Fire chiefs are braced for a busy Bonfire Night
Go to your local fireworks dis-
play this Bonfire Night instead 
of celebrating at home, say fire 
chiefs.

For the first time since 2006, 
Bonfire Night will fall on a week-
end, a Saturday, and records 
show that this doubles the 
number of fire incidents.

On November 5 2006 – which 
was a Sunday – London Fire Bri-
gade saw a surge in call-outs, at-
tending 385 firework and bon-
fire-related blazes, and nearly 
900 incidents across the day.

Control staff also took 1,545 
calls that day, averaging one eve-
ry minute. 

Wayne Brown, London Fire 
Brigade’s Borough Commander 

for Newham, said: “Fireworks 
can be spectacular but they are 
explosives and can cause serious 
injuries if handled irresponsi-
bly. 

“A trip to hospital or a wrecked 
property will certainly make 
you remember the 5th of Novem-
ber, but for all the wrong rea-
sons.

Precautions
“It’s safer to attend an organ-

ised event but if you are having 
your own celebration take these 
simple precautions – never play 
with fireworks, only let adults 
handle them and when you’re 
watching them stand well back. 

“Finally, never go near a fire-

work that’s been lit, even if it’s 
not gone off.”

Newham fire chiefs will be 
paying joint visits with Trading 
Standards and police to premis-
es licensed to sell or store fire-
works and giving safety talks to 
children in more than 30 prima-
ry schools.

People are advised to light 
fireworks at arms-length using a 
taper; never go back to lit fire-
works; build bonfires away from 
buildings and flammable mate-
rials; never use flammable liq-
uids to light a fire, and do not 
leave bonfires unattended. 

 More advice can be found at 
www.london-fire.gov.uk/
bonfiresandfireworks.asp.

At least a quarter of jobs will go to locals – that 
is the promise of market regeneration bosses 
Rathbone Market regeneration 
site in Canning Town held an 
employment open day with the 
promise that at least 25 per cent 
of the workforce will be recruit-
ed from the local community.

More than 100 residents went 
to the event last week hoping to 
impress potential employers to 
discuss jobs within the next 
phase of the market’s construc-
tion, one of six such projects be-
ing delivered by the English Cit-
ies Fund.

Newham Council, recruitment 
centre the Workplace, and repre-
sentatives from local colleges 
were present, while one employ-

er, Munnelly Support Services, 
recruited from Canning Town 
homeless charity Anchor 
House’s residential and life skills 
centre for its new waste manage-
ment project.

Cllr Paul Schafer, who opened 
the event, said: “It’s encouraging 
to see so many people take ad-
vantage of this day and especial-
ly to see our local businesses get-
ting involved in the community.

“Newham is looking forward 
to an important and exciting 
year in 2012 with the Olympics 
and it’s great to see our residents 
embracing the increasing oppor-
tunities to contribute to the re-

generation of the area.”
John Sisk and Son, the main 

building contractors on the 
project, say that they are com-
mitted to employing at least 25 
per cent of its entire workforce 
from the Newham area. 

Anthony Greene, senior site 
manager at John Sisk and Son, 
said: “The day was a great suc-
cess and we were really pleased 
with the turnout.

“We have been doing a lot of lo-
cal community work while based 
in Canning Town, primarily 
with children, so we are pleased 
to be able to do something for lo-
cal adults seeking work.”

 It’s a fact
An organisation will only receive 
accredited status after it has 
satisfied strict criteria that include 
enhanced vetting and training 
standards, equal opportunities and 
race relation policies, and approved 
complaints and accountability 
procedures. Employees must 
similarly satisfy strict standards in 
terms of vetting and must receive 
training in relevant areas of law, 
the use of powers and appropriate 
procedures. This will include 
human rights, race relations and 
equal opportunities. 

An accredited person wears the 
uniform of their employing 
organisation, on which the Home 
Office-approved national 
accreditation badge will be 
displayed. They are also required to 
carry an identification card which 
confirms the powers the individual 
is able to exercise.

»New powers have been 
given to Newham Council 
enforcement officers to 

tackle the yobs on our 
streets.

Twenty-three officers will 
be accredited with limited 
police powers under the Po-
lice Reform Act 2002. They 
received certificates at the 
council’s Newham Dockside 
offices.

The Community Safety Ac-
creditation Scheme (CSAS) 
is a national Home Office ini-
tiative that enables the chief 
of police for each force to des-
ignate limited but targeted 
police powers to employees of 
non-police organisations who 
contribute towards commu-
nity safety.

Confiscate
Under CSAS, the Met has 

agreed to designate the fol-
lowing police powers to New-
ham Council with effect from 
this week:

 Request name and ad-
dress for Fixed Penalty No-
tice (FPN) offences and of-
fences that cause injury, 
alarm and distress to anoth-
er person or damage or loss 
of another’s property.

 Request name and ad-
dress of any person acting in 
an anti-social manner.

 Surrender of alcohol 
from any person in a desig-
nated public place.

 Surrender of alcohol 
from any person under the 
age of 18.

 Confiscate cigarettes 
and tobacco products from 
any person under the age of 
16.

Forces which have intro-
duced CSAS within their 
communities have already 
indicated benefits of crime 
reduction, improved commu-
nication and cohesion and 

public reassurance.
It is also found that CSAS 

improves police effectiveness 
and efficiency by freeing up 
police time and resources.

Mayor of Newham, Sir 
Robin Wales, said: “Tackling 
crime and anti-social behav-
iour is one of the key priori-
ties in this borough and we 
take it very seriously. We will 
never apologise for cracking 
down hard on yobs that make 
residents’ lives miserable.

“These new powers will 
make a big difference. Work-
ing closely with Newham’s 
Metropolitan Police officers 
and council-funded police of-
ficers, we will ensure that we 
maintain a high-profile, visi-
ble and effective total en-
forcement presence on our 
streets.”

Reassurance
Cllr Unmesh Desai, execu-

tive member for crime and 
anti-social behaviour, pre-
sented the certificates along 
with Newham Police Bor-
ough Commander Det Chief 
Supt Simon Letchford. 

Cllr Desai said: “These are 
additional and enhanced 
powers for our council offic-
ers. It will make it easier for 
us to tackle crime and anti-
social behaviour and that 
can only offer reassurance to 
our residents.” 

Mr Letchford described 
the partnership between po-

lice and Newham Council as 
“formidable”.

He added: “By getting more 
people out on the streets deal-
ing with the things that real-
ly matter to the people of 

Newham, we will continue to 
cut crime and keep the crimi-
nals on the back foot, making 
Newham a hostile place for 
those who come here to com-
mit crime.”

 The enforcement officers in uniform who have new powers


